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EDITORIAL 


spirit. But this loss of convictions has resulted in 
loss of prestige and influence for the Church. Non- 
Christian people are not easily fooled and the diluted 


_ Protestantism and compromised message of much contemporary 
Past - Present - And Future Protestantism has no appeal to people who want both é 
vitality and certainty in Christianity if they are to I 
The April 23 issue of Time gives a rather detailed accept it. r 
review of Paul Hutchinson’s recent article in t 
Religion And Life, in which he notes changes which Again, Dr. Hutcheson feels that the failure of the e 
have taken place in Protestantism during the past Eighteenth Amendment hurt Protestantism, while d 
fifty years. the emancipation of woman with granting of voting j 
a privileges, brought about by church help, has not re- h 
We have casually known the brilliant editor of sulted in moral uplift in the nation. But, we wonder n 
The Christian Century for many years and his mag- if one reason for the decreased influence of Protes- 
azine is one of the ablest proponents of the changes tantism is not its failure to take a strong stand on 
in Protestantism which he now frankly analyzes. moral issues? Vocal and active in social and racial - 
: problems, the Church has, as a Church, remained | 
This Journal was founded with the prayer that it strangely silent on alcohol, immoral pictures and st 
might ee ee ae Oe Owe Chur ch of the books and on social customs and practices among ta 
insidious changes which have done so much, in other young people, customs and practices which have led te 
parts of our country and the world, yee rob the to the lowest standards our nation has ever known. of 
Church of evangelical power; changes in emphasis fa 
and belief which are not progressive but sterilizing In the third place Dr. Hutcheson puts his finger } pr 
in their effect. squarely on a symptom of Protestant deterioration— al ni 
os increased formality of worship, a shift more and a 
The first change which Dr. Hutcheson admits is more to liturgical forms, and a marked change in an 
the loss of Protestant influence in American life. the style of church architecture, more and more th 
This he attributes to shifts in centers of population aping the Gothic type of building with a chancel ne 
with the strong churches away from the center of balanced by lectern and pulpit. In our own Southern ‘ff 
urban life. Presbyterian Church this tendency is increasingly \ | 
, noted. Is it not usually a fact that as spirituality and be 
loss but spiritual power decrease, formality in and aids to m«¢ 
correlation to and result of the loss of a vital spiritual + 
message on the part of too many Protestant leaders Dr. Hutcheson also frankly admits that the mes- sm 
and denominations. Fifty years ago Protestants had sage from the average Protestant pulpit has drastic- | 
firm convictions, preached those convictions and were ally changed in the past fifty years. He at the same 
willing to put those convictions (doctrinal beliefs), time says that in the South the evangel message is . y 
at the center of their faith and in the heart of their much more frequently heard than in any other part \ 
preaching and living. That day has now passed. No of the nation. . 
longer will most of the larger denominations take an i 
unequivocal stand on doctrine. The Protestant He does not seem particularly happy about the |} 
leader who today insists that the content of the preaching which has become diluted and “perilously \) 
Christian message is of primary importance is classi- akin to that careful moralism against which the \ | | 
fied as a reactionary, imbued with a non-cooperative Evangelical Revival revolted,” but he sees hope in Y — 
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the return of “neo-orthodoxy,” forgetting that it too 
is weak and inept because, while recognizing the de- 
pravity of man and the need for God’s intervention 
for man’s salvation, it denies both the authenticity 
and absolute authority of the Bible, the Word of 
God, leaving the fact and the method of redemption 
more to human reason than to divine revelation. 


Dr. Hutcheson speaks of the waning enthusiasm 
for foreign missions and points to the courses in 
“comparative religions, now standard in practically 
all theological seminaries and most church colleges,” 
as a contributing factor. When “Rethinking Mis- 
sions’ was released to the world as the considered 
thinking of liberal theology, the evangelical realized 
the great gulf fixed between evangelical and extreme 
liberal theology. To the latter Christianity is but 
one of many roads to God and syncretism a logical 
activity in which to participate. On the other hand, 
to the evangelical Christian, Christ is the only hope 
of the individual sinner and this constitutes both the 
urge and the challenge of Christian missions. 


Dr. Hutcheson regards the ecumenical movement 
as the most important single development of the last 
half-century. To many of us the importance of this 
movement depends entirely on the direction which it 
takes. If ecclesiastical unity is to be bought at the 
expense of theological beliefs—as has been the ten- 
dency to date—the present ecumenical movement is 
just as doomed to failure as every other one which 
has placed expediency before truth and confused 
numbers and organization with spiritual force. 


Finally, Dr. Hutcheson recognizes the spiritual 
hunger which is abroad today and in that hunger 
finds hope for Protestantism. We would suggest that 
surely this is the hope and the challenge to Protes- 
tantism today. At the same time, for Protestantism 
to meet this challenge and satisfy the longing hearts 
of men, it will have to return to the faith of our 
fathers and the gospel which was the outward ex- 
pression of that faith. Unless Protestantism recog- 
nizes the futility of the diluted, compromised and 
emasculated gospel which only too often her leaders 
and her larger denominations have substituted for 
the simple gospel of the Bible, then Protestantism 
will fail again. 


But we see hope—hope because many who have 
been in the vanguard of modern Protestantism are 
men of true honor and humility and they are begin- 
ning to see that the gospel which they have preached 
and the programs which they have espoused have 
only too often failed to take into account that men 


PATA 
must be born again. Only the gospel of Jesus Christ,2 ,<- 
as presented in the Bible and maintained in the stan-_ 129 
dards of evangelical denominations, has the power to~ 
change the hearts and the lives of men. . 


There lies the course and there is the message of 
true Protestantism! —L.N.B. 


Our Shield And 
Our Reward 
(Genesis 15:1) 


I need protection for the present, and provision 
for the future. 


My soul cries out for protection; there is danger 
and death all around me. 


I want protection from the burning of the noon- 
tide heat and the burden of the day. Sickness, sorrow, 
bereavement come down to overwhelm me. I came 
from such a home today: it may be my lot tomorrow. 


I seek protection from the storms that are sweep- 
ing over the world and over my soul. I crave a 
hiding-place from the wind, a covert from the 
tempest, the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 


My soul needs to be safely kept from both the 
allurements of sin, and the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. 


God is saying to me, and to you, as He said to 
Abraham: “I am thy smeid,” I will protect you. 


But I want more than protection; I want a re- 
ward. Not the reward of the seeker after gold; 
dollars and cents, but the reward of the seeker after 
good. I want health and happiness and holiness, and 
a home. Will I find what I am seeking for; will I be 
rewarded? “J am ... thy exceeding great reward.” 


God’s best gift to men, as someone has said, is 
Himself. In Him we have complete wholeness, 
complete happiness, an eternal home. 


Let us not fear for the present; God is our Shield. 
Let us not be disturbed and uneasy about the future; 
He is our Reward. —J.K.P. 


For Your Boy 


Are you worried about your son; your daughter? 
Do you long for them to have a manual of personal 
behavior which is founded upon the eternal wisdom 
of the ages? 
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Then give them and prevail upon them to read 
the Book of Proverbs and to read and read it again 
and again. There are 31 chapters in this little book, 
one for each day of the month. 


We know of no reading more calculated to give 
young people a set of moral and spiritual standards 
suited to the needs of today. God’s Holy Spirit, 
speaking through His servants of old, speaks of the 
pitfalls and to the personal needs of young men and 
young women in the spring of 1951 in the Book of 
Proverbs. 


Not only are the temptations which are our lot 
mentioned in detail but also the certain sorrows 
which come to those who follow their paths to their 
destination. 

More than that, in Proverbs there is given one of 
the most precious compasses ever promised to man to 
direct his way. Where can one find more wonderful 
promises than in Proverbs 3, verses 5 and 6? 


Where is there more sublime prose and more com- 
forting assurance than in Proverbs 3, verses 21 
to 26? 

With all confidence we would affirm that the 
young man or young woman who takes the Book of 
Proverbs as his or her manual of personal conduct 
will find that here is a sure answer for every ques- 
tion which arises. —L.N.B. 


The Gentle Art Of 
“Interpreting” 


Some of the so-called Liberal Presbyterian minis- 
ters often preach in such a way that they either deny 
indirectly many of the essential foundation truths of 
the Bible or give the clear impression that these 
great truths are really no longer important today. 


If, after they have preached or spoken in this 
manner, you ask these preachers point blank if they 
still believe fully in the teachings of the Bible and 
accept fully the doctrinal statements set forth in the 
Westminster Confession of Faith and in the Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms, you will often receive a very 
interesting answer indeed. 


Instead of replying frankly that they no longer 
accept fully or adhere to all of these standards of 
belief, these ministers will often reply, with a quick, 
friendly smile and an air of seeming to be in complete 
agreement with you: | 


“Oh, yes, definitely! I believe fully in the Bible’s 
teachings and I accept fully all of those great doc- 
trinal standards. But I possibly interpret them differ- 
ently from the way you do.” 


This fad of “interpreting them differently” has be- 
come quite fashionable among some Presbyterian 
ministers in recent years. In certain areas of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church this fad has been 
flourishing like the green bay tree! 


That great world famed New Testament scholar, 
Dr. J. Gresham Machen, who taught for so many 
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years at Princeton Theological Seminary and later 
at Westminster Theological Seminary once said some 
interesting things about the gentle art of “interpret- 
ing.” In his book, God Transcendent, Dr. Machen 
said: 
Formerly when men had brought to their atten- 
tion perfectly plain documents like the Apostles’ 
Creed or the Westminster Confession or the 
New Testament, they either accepted them or 
else denied them. Now they no longer deny, but 
merely “interpret.”’ Every generation, it is said, 
must interpret the Bible or the creed in its own 
way. But I sometimes wonder just how far this 
business of interpretation will go. I am, let us 
say, in a company of modern men. They begin 
to test my intelligence. And first they test me on 
the subject of mathematics. “What does six 
times nine make?” I am asked. I breathe a sigh 
of relief; many questions might place me very 
low in the scale of intelligence, but that question 
I think I can answer. I raise my hand hopefully. 
“I know that one,” I say. “Six nines are fifty- 
four.’ But my complacency is short-lived. My 
modern examiner puts on a grave look. ‘‘Where 
have you been living?” he says. Six nines are 
fifty-four— that is the old answer to the 
question.” In my ignorance I am somewhat 
surprised. “Why,” I say, “everybody knows 
that. That stands in the multiplication table; 
do you not accept the multiplication table?” 
“Oh, yes,” says my modern friend, “of course 
I accept the multiplication table. But then I 
do not take a static view of the multiplication 
table; every generation must interpret the multi- 
plication table in its own way. And so of course 
I accept the proposition that six nines are fifty- 
four, but I must interpret that to mean six nines 
are a hundred and twenty-eight.” And then the 
examination gets into the sphere of history. The 
examiner asks me where the Declaration of 
Independence was adopted. That one, also, I 
think I know. “The Declaration of Independ- 
ence,’ I say, “was adopted at Philadelphia.” 
But again I meet with a swift rebuke. “That is 
the old answer to the question,’ I am told. 
“But,” I say, “everyone knows that the Declara- 
tion of Independence was adopted at Phila- 
delphia; that stands in all the history books; 
do you not accept what stands in the history 
books?” “Oh, yes,” says my modern friend, 
“we accept everything that stands in the history 
books—hundred per cent Americans we are. 
But then, you see, we have to interpret the 
history books in our own way. And of course we 
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accept the proposition that the Declaration of 
Independence was adopted at Philadelphia, but 
we interpret that to mean that it was adopted 
at San Francisco.” And then finally the exami- 
nation turns (though still in the sphere of 
history) to the department of history that 
concerns the Christian religion. ““What do you 
think happened,” I am asked, “after Jesus was 
laid in that tomb near Jerusalem about nineteen 
hundred years ago?” To that question also I 
have a very definite answer. “I will tell you 
what I think happened,” I say; “He was laid 
in the tomb, and then the third day He rose 
again from the dead.” At this point the surprise 
of my modern friend reaches its height. The 
idea of a professor in a theological seminary 
actually believing that the body of a dead man 
really emerged from the grave! “Everyone,” he 
tells me, “has abandoned that answer to the 
question long ago.” “But,” I say, “my friend, 
this is very serious; that answer stands in the 
Apostles’ Creed as well as at the centre of the 
New Testament; do you not accept the 
Apostles’ Creed?” “Oh, yes,” says my modern 
friend, “of course, I accept the Apostles’ Creed ; 
do we not say it every Sunday in church?—or, 
if we do not say it, we sing it—of course I 
accept the Apostles’ Creed. But then, do you 
not see, every generation has a right to interpret 
the creed in its own way. And so now of course 
we accept the position that ‘the third day He 
arose again from the dead,’ but we interpret 
that to mean, “The third day He did not rise 
again from the dead.’ ” 


In view of this modern art of “interpreta- 
tion,’ one may almost wonder whether the lofty 
human gift of speech has not become entirely 
useless. If everything that I can say be “inter- 
preted” to mean its exact opposite, what is the 
use of saying anything at all? I do not know 
when the great revival of religion will come. 
But one thing is perfectly clear. When it does 
come, the whole elaborate art of “interpreta- 
tion” will be brushed aside, and there will be a 
return, as there was at the Reformation of the 
sixteenth century, to plain common sense and 


common honesty. —C.W.A. 


Dr. Viser’s Last 
Message 


The bulletin of the Northminster Presbyterian 
Church of Greenville, S. C., on March 25, 1951, 
carried the following message from Dr. Viser, pas- 
tor of the Church, who had just passed away: 


“T leave for the ‘Homeland’ with joyful expecta- 
tion of the meeting with the One Whose I am and 
Whom I have endeavored to serve ... In the Land 
of Endless Day we shall meet ... in God’s good 
time. Then we shall sit down beside the River of 
the Water of Life and talk over all the wonderful 
things of God and the life that is hid with Christ in 
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Him. The broken threads will be knit together again 
and the little interlude of sorrow forgotten in the 
unbroken joy of our Eternal Home. 


“So, till then, a fond farewell to each loved one 
and to all the saints whose fellowship I have appre- 
ciated beyond price. 


“T will see you in the morning when together we 
shall stand on the shores of the Crystal Sea in the 
Presence of Him whose love and sacrificial gift of 
Himself has made our reunion possible.” 

(Signed) J. H. 


Diocese Condemns Federal 
And National Councils 


The Convention of Upper South Carolina, meet- 
ing at Rock Hill, January 23-24, approved the re- 
port of a committee previously set up to study the 
Federal Council of Churches which is now a part of 
the National Council of Churches. “Our concern 
about the Federal Council,” the report states, “and 
also our fear for its successor, the N.C.C.C.A., is two- 
fold. First, many times the Federal Council has 
passed resolutions, or its members have made public 
utterances with the stated or implied conclusion that 
theirs was the Christian view, and that any other 
view was unChristian, upon controversial questions 
on which sincere Christians differ. Second, the Fed- 
eral Council has followed a definite policy of pro- 
moting and advocating political action on matters 
involving economic questions, social relations, labor 
relations, race relations, and similar matters upon 
which there exists widespread differences of opinion. 
Your committee does not believe that these activities 
further the cause of Christian unity, and we there- 


_ fore present the following resolutions 


“ ‘Re it resolved that the Diocese of Upper South 
Carolina views with great concern the actions and 
utterances of the Federal Council and its represen- 
tatives with reference to controversial economic and 
social litigation and legislation; 


“*That it is the sincere conviction of this Diocese 
that such activity, utterances and course of conduct 
is doing far more harm than good by giving rise to 
dissension and division of opinion among the 
Churches composing the Council and that the pri- 
mary and basic objectives of the Council are being 
thereby impaired. 


“That a copy of this report be forwarded to the 
Presiding Bishop, who is now president of the 
N.C.C.C.A., which embraces the Federal Council, 
with the earnest request that he use his great in- 


fluence to put an immediate and permanent stop to 
such activities on the part of the N.C.C.C.A.’” 


The chairman of the committee submitting the 
report and the resolution was the Rev. Capers Sat- 
terlee, rector of the Advent, Spartanburg, S. C., and 
the secretary was the Rev. A. G. Branwell Bennett, 
rector of St. Timothy’s, Columbia, S. C. 

—The Witness (Episcopal), Feb. 22, 1951. 


CT he 


Truth 


about 


Jehovah's 
Witnesses 


If it is true that no movement is any better than 
its founder, we have an accurate yardstick by which 
to measure the value of the group who style them- 
selves “Jehovah’s Witnesses.” 


This man was Charles Taze Russell. With seven 
years of schooling, Russell early became a constant 
reader of the Scriptures. Gradually he developed 
what has been variously named “Millenial Dawn,” 
“Russellism,” “Watch Tower & Tract Society,” 
“People’s Pulpit Association,” and “The Brooklyn 
Tabernacle.” 


The proven facts of Russell’s life are certainly not 
in keeping with the character of a true prophet of 
God. The Court sustained the charge of his wife in 
a suit for divorce that her husband practiced im- 
proper relations with the opposite sex, and granted 
the divorce with the judgment that his conduct to- 
ward his wife was that of: “Continual domination 
that would necessarily render the life of any sensi- 
tive Christian woman a burden, and make her con- 
dition intolerable.” 


The author of the tract, Facts And More Facts 
About The Self-Styled Pastor Russell, charges Rus- 
sell with having defrauded his wife of her property 
interests just prior to the divorce; with representing 
himself as an interdenominationalist, when in truth 
he was opposed to all denominations; with gambling 
in stocks; and with influencing the dying to make 
their wills in his favor. 


For this charge, Ross, the author of the tract, was 
sued for damages. He was cleared by the court which 
declared that in the trial Russell had lied in saying 
on the witness stand that he had studied Greek, He- 


By Rev. J. W. Hassell, Th.D. 
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brew and theology, and that he had been ordained to 
the ministry. 


Such in brief indicates the character of the founder 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Now as to some of the prin- 
cipal teachings of these people. 


I. One of these is that all churches, religious or- 
ganizations and denominations are agencies of the 
devil. Literature of the Witnesses is full of such in- 
sulting statements as: “Let the Protestant ministers 
determine whether or not they are the children of 
God or are in the ‘bastard class.’”’ Again: “The or- 
ganizations called ‘churches’ do not serve God, they 
practice religion which is a mockery.” (Choosing, 
Page 41). Indeed the one unpardonable sin seems to 
be membership in a Christian Church, and the only 
hope for church members is that they renounce their 
membership therein and become Jehovah’s Witnesses. 


The Witnesses give a strange explanation of Jesus’ 
story of the rich man and Lazarus. They say that 
the rich man represents ministers of the Christian 
Churches, and Lazarus members of the Witnesses. 
The fire of hell is the truth which burns up the 
preachers until they abandon “religion” and join the 
Witnesses. (Let God Be True, Page 79). That is 
certainly a new way of interpreting the Bible. 


II. One of the clear teachings of the Scriptures 
which the followers of Christ have believed from the 
beginning, and which Jehovah’s Witnesses deny, and 
ridicule, is that while God is one, He exists in three 
persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, equal in power 
and glory. The followers of Christ believe this, not 
because they understand it, but because they know it 
to be revealed. The Witnesses deny it because they 
do not understand it. They call it “confusing,” and 
say that: “Satan is the originator of the Trinity 
doctrine.” (bid. Page 82). 


The following quotations reveal what the Wit- 
nesses believe about the nature of Christ. They make 
Him a mere creature, strip Him of His true Deity, 
dethrone Him from universal dominion, deny His 
resurrection, and even take away His immortality. 
“Even the man Christ Jesus was mortal. He did not 
have an immortal soul.” (Jdid. Page 63). ““The man 
Jesus died, and as a man remains dead.” (Children, 


Page 119). 


But as opposed to all this the Scriptures teach 
that Jesus rose from the dead with the same body 
with which He suffered—John 20:27—and that if 
He had not risen there could be no forgiveness of 


sins. (I Cor. 15:17). 


The Witnesses also speak of the Holy Spirit in 
the most insulting and blasphemous terms. To them 
the Third Person of the Trinity “means the active 
force of the Lord God, hence a ‘holy’ spirit or 
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énergy.” (Religion Reaps The Whirlwind, Page 
33). 


III. Another teaching of the Witnesses is that 
man is not immortal. When he dies, he simply ceases 
to exist “except in the memory of God.” They ask 
and answer these questions: “Does man have a soul 
separate and at death detachable from the body? 
No!” ‘When a man dies is the soul conscious any- 
where thereafter? No! The dead in the graves are 
in the condition of non-existence.” (Ibid. Pages 20- 
21-26). To the Witnesses Adam had no advantage 
over the beasts around him, for: “Animals all about 
him on earth were souls just as much as Adam was.” 
And: “When Adam died, the soul died.” (The Joy 
Of All The People, Page 17). And again: “There 
is not one text in the Bible that states the human soul 
is immortal.” (Let God Be True, Page 60). 


Contrary to such rash and presumptuous state- 
ments, the entire Bible is based on the fact of the 
immortality of the soul, always assumed and often 
stated. It is indeed impossible to think of a single 
chapter of it not addressed to beings made in the 
image of God, souls who will survive their fleshly 
existence, and whose future state of misery or happi- 
ness is dependent upon their spiritual and moral con- 
dition. What could be plainer than the Bible’s state- 
ment: “It is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment?’’ However, if men are not 
immortal, and if with their last breath on earth they 
cease to exist, their wisest motto is: “Let us eat and 
drink, for tomorrow we die.” 


IV. Another Bible truth which the Witnesses ridi- 
cule is hell and eternal punishment. They spend 
much time and energy trying to explain away what 
the Bible everywhere teaches for a fact. They give 
three reasons for not believing in hell: (1) It is un- 
reasonable; (2) It is contrary to God’s love; (3) It 
is repugnant to justice. (Let God Be True, Page 
80). 


Now all three of these arguments spring out of 
the unsanctified human heart, not out of God’s 
Word. Those who hold such views base their inter- 
pretation on wishful thinking. The Witnesses don’t 
like the idea of hell, and so they conclude there is 
none. 


That sounds easy, but it is not as easy as it seems. 
God’s Holy Word cannot be disposed of in any such 
rash fashion. Confessedly there is much about the 
future world that we do not yet understand, for the 
reason that God has not revealed it. But from nu- 
merous Bible statements it is clear as sunlight that 
hell, a place of eternal punishment, awaits all those 
who on earth resist the truth of God. It is the height 
of folly to depend upon wishful thinking. See especi- 
ally Matthew 25:31-46; Mark 9:43-48; and Luke 
16:19-31. 


Similarly the Witnesses explain away the Bible’s 
statements of the resurrection in the following man- 
ner: All souls, say they, at death ceasing to exist, the 
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so-called resurrection is no more than a re-creation. 
God simply creates again what had ceased to exist. 
Then the new thing is in no sense at all the old 
thing, but an entirely new and separate creation. 
How can this new creature be rewarded for the vir- 
tues, or held responsible for the misdeeds of the old 


. creature which has completely gone out of existence? 


Moreover the Witnesses claim that the “re- 


_ created” evildoers are placed on earth again and 


given another chance under the Theocratic Govern- 
ment. If they “obey the Theocratic rule of right- 
eousness and maintain their integrity under test,” 
then they will be admitted to glory. But if they do 
not “strictly obey the Lord’s commandments” during 
this second test, “they shall be destroyed everlast- 
ingly as by fire.” (Hope, Page 57). 


Thus the Witnesses deny the Word of God at. 
several essential points. They deny and ridicule the 
Trinity, the immortality of the soul, eternal punish- 
ment and the resurrection of the body. They claim 
that a second chance will be afforded unbelievers, 
who if they fail to keep God’s commandments will 
be utterly annihilated. Such substitution of human 
ideas for the plain teaching of the Scriptures is mak- 
ing void the Word of God and offering an insult to 
the Persons of the Trinity. 


To accept these false substitutions for God’s plain 
truth is to doom oneself to the real hell which they 
deny ; and to preach these falsehoods is to lead others 
- eternal ruin and to incur the wrath of Almighty 


7 


Pd 

O S + 

r \ 
. 
| 
* 
e 
rf 
y 
o 
, 
n 
e 
e 
is 
ie 
d 
it 
y 
d 
y 
t- 
e 
1S 
ot 
n 
h 
Ly 
if 
of 
in 
e 
or 


A Ministry To Servicemen 
By Robert Strong 
Aucusta, Ga. 


The First Presbyterian Church, Augusta, Ga., has 
a long-standing tradition of seeking to render a 
service to the men in military life. After the Battle 
of Chickamauga the church building was temporarily 
converted into a hospital for Confederate wounded. 
Following World War I the Pennsylvania troops, 
who had been trained at Fort Hancock and had used 
our Telfair Building as their social and recreational 
center, placed a keystone in the front wall of the 
church building as a permanent symbol of their 
appreciation. World War II saw 60,000 men at a 
time assigned to Camp Gordon, and again the church 
had many opportunities of ministry to soldiers. 


Now Camp Gordon is filling up once more: 
already over 20,000 men are on its roster. On payday 
week-ends the streets of Augusta swarm with uni- 
formed men. Something at least of a beginning has 
been made in taking the church to them and bring- 
ing them to the church. 


The Saturday evening street meeting has been 
revived. Not a great many of the fellows, pleasure- 
bent as they are, stop to listen to the singing and 
the brief messages spoken over the portable amplify- 
ing system, but nearly everyone accepts the gospel 
tract that is handed to him as he goes by, many 
hundreds being distributed each time. Of particular 
value is a Covenant House publication, the four- 
page variety tract entitled The Soldier’s Evangel, 
which comes out each month with new items of 
evangelistic material. On the back of the Evangel 
there is room for the local Church’s imprint, giving 
such details as the hours of service. 


The church services have been seeing an increas- 
ing attendance on the part of the men from Camp 
Gordon. A special word of welcome is already ad- 
dressed to them from the pulpit. Those who sign 
visitor's cards are assured that the weekly church 
bulletin will be mailed them as long as they remain 
at this post. Servicemen are invited to the young 
people’s fellowship supper; numbers of them here 
attended the Forum Group discussions conducted 
Sunday evenings by the pastor. It is sought to draw 
into the choir as many soldiers as possible; three are 
at present rendering helpful assistance, being good 
music readers. 


Recently it was First Church’s turn to put on the 
supper at the nearby Servicemen’s Center. Food for 
the mind was brought too: a science film with 
Christian application was shown to the men. 


The hospitality of numerous homes has been ex- 
tended to the soldiers who come to First Church. 
Again and again the young men tell their hosts how 
good it is to be in a home once more. 
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Many servicemen bring their families with them 
to Augusta. Principally to accommodate these 
families realty companies have constructed on the 
edge of the city toward Camp Gordon extensive 
housing projects. A survey of these by the women of 
the church revealed that many army children would 
attend Sunday School if transportation were avail- 
able. For a year and a half now buses have been sent 
out to these housing projects with the result that 
many scores of children and adults have been brought 
in to our Sunday School. As many as 60 on a Sunday 
have come in, and nearly that many were brought in 
each day of last summer’s Daily Vacation Bible 
School. There is, of course, a considerable turnover 
of tenants in the projects. Although this fact makes 
for only transient attendance on the part of some 
from there, the aggregate number reached will be 
larger. 


From time to time spiritual dividends have been 
garnered in the work with army personnel and 
families. There was the young soldier who made a 
profession of faith in one of the evening services and, 
after a period in which his earnestness in the Chris- 
tian life proved itself, was baptized. There have been 
conversions and additions to the membership as a 
result of the bus work. And there are the soldiers 
who let it be known that the fellowship and program 
of First Church have been a blessing in their Chris- 
tian experience. It is all to make a congregation hope 
and pray for a wider and wider usefulness among 
the men of the armed forces. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


* 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MAY 13 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Northern Kingdom 


Scripture: I Kings. 12:16-33; 16:21-——17:24; 
II Kings 17:1-16; Amos 6:1-7. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 11. 


In Psalm 11:3 we have these words: “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” This 
verse has been variously translated, but the central lesson is the same. The world is shaking to its very founda- 
tions today; what can we do? Two ideas are contrasted in this Psalm: (1) we can put our trust in the Lord, 
or (2) we can flee to some man-made mountain. I am afraid that we are trying to do the latter. Man is con- 
tinually building mountains like the tower of Babel, and fleeing there for safety and protection. I have seen 
several of these tried during my lifetime. Our latest attempt to build such a hiding-place is the so-called 
“United Nations.”” We may in our folly try one more, “World Government,” if the Lord delays His com- 
ing that long. The only “World Government” which will succeed is the one promised in the Word of God: 


“And the government shall be upon His shoulders.” 


“The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord’s throne 
is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the 
children of men.” He is Ruler; He is judge. When 
the foundations are being destroyed, let us put our 
trust in Him. 


In our lesson today we have the story of the 
Northern Kingdom, and the way its foundations 
were destroyed by sin. 


I. The Division of Israel and Judah: 
I Kings 12:16-33. 


Under the glorious, but foolish and extravagant 
reign of Solomon, the seeds,of dissension and unrest 
and discontent were sown. Solomon pursued a very 


unwise course for a king noted for his wisdom. His . 


extensive building program called for a great deal of 
money, and the people had to be taxed very heavily. 


There was a widespread demand for relief from 
this burden of taxation. Instead of meeting this 
demand in a wise and conciliatory manner, as he was 
advised to do by the “old men,” Solomon’s son, 
Rehoboam, followed the advice of the “young men”’ 
who had grown up with him, and answered the 


people roughly. 


I cannot refrain from calling attention to the fact 
that we in America are engaged in a vast spending 
program which is piling up debts and increasing 
taxes until all who love our country are fearful of 
the consequences. The foundations of our national 
economy are trembling. But far more serious is the 
fact that our moral and spiritual life is at a low ebb. 
These two things taken together ought to make us 
stop, think, and turn to God before it is too late. No 
nation can keep on forgetting God and not be 
“turned into hell.” 


The result of Solomon’s extravagant reign and 
Rehoboam’s foolish reply to the demands of the 


‘people was the rebellion of the 10 Northern tribes 


MAY 2, 1951 


under the leadership of Jeroboam who had fled to 
Egypt, but returned and was selected as king by the 
revolting tribes. His character is graphically de- 
scribed in the phrase which almost invariably occurs 
after his name. “Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who 
caused Israel to sin.” 
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Rehoboam assembled an army to fight the North 
and compel them to return, but was forbidden to 
engage in this war. (21-24) 


In verses 25-33 we have the account of the be- 
ginning of the reign of Jeroboam. He built Shechem 
and Penuel, and then, realizing that if the people 
went to Jerusalem to worship, they would probably 
sooner or later return to the fold, he made two 
calves of gold and said to them, “It is too much for 
you t go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O 
Israel.” 


He placed the one in Bethel and the other in Dan. 
These symbols of worship soon became the objects 
of worship as is usually the case. Here is the danger 
of using pictures and images. 


Let us beware of ever beginning the use of such 
“aids to worship.” 


He also selected his own priests from the people, 
not sons of Levi, ordained a feast and offered 
sacrifices. Jeroboam was wise enough to know that 
the religious life of the people will largely determine 
their political allegiance. His folly and sin are 
apparent. If he had been true to God the story of 
the Northern Kingdom would have been a far 
different story. 


II. The Dynasty of Omri (and Ahab): 
16:21 17 :24 


Under this dynasty we have a decided change in 
worship. Jeroboam and his calf-worship was bad 
enough, for it was departing from the true worship 
of God, even though these calves at first may have 
been but symbols. Omri did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, walking in the way of Jeroboam, but Ahab, 
who married Jezebel the daughter of Eth-Baal, king 
of the Zidonians, introduced the immoral Baal 
worship into Israel. Ahab was sinful, but weak; 
Jezebel was wicked and strong. She was the “power 


behind the throne.” 


In this reign we have the spectacular ministry of 
the fearless prophet, Elijah. God sends a famine in 
punishment for all the sins of Israel. Elijah is 
‘ sustained through these trying days. (See the familiar 
story). Both Ahab and Jezebel were punished in a 
most severe manner. 


III. Captivity: 
II Kings 17:1-18. 


God makes use of other nations, sometimes very 
wicked heathen nations, to chasten and punish His 
own people. The Assyrians were sinful and cruel, 
but He allowed them to overthrow Israel. Shal- 
manezer came against Hoshea and after three year’s 
siege of Samaria took the city and carried Israel 
away into captivity. 


Why? The explanation is given fully in verses 
7-23. Read these words and ponder them. They tell 
the story of the downfall, not only of Israel, but of 
all the nations that forget God. 
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“Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a 
reproach to any people,” and not only a reproach, 
but destruction, for sin finally destroys. ““The wages 
of sin is death,” not only to a person, but to a nation. 


Over every ruined nation, city, home, and man, 
there could well be written the words of the prophet, 
“Tniquity has been our ruin.” Will these words ever 
be written over our beloved land? God forbid. But 
we must turn from our sins, or else our doom is sure. 


In verses 24-41 we have the story of the origin of 
the “‘mixed race” of people who were scorned and 
hated by the Jews of Jesus’ day—the Samaritans. 
The King of Assyria brought immigrants from 
Babylon and other places and settled them in the 
land. These intermarried with the poor inhabitants 
who had been left there. The result was a mixture 
of races and a mixture of religions, both of which 
are bad, I believe. We get a very striking picture 
from these words: “They feared the Lord, and 
served their own gods.” I am afraid that a lot of 
men and women in America do the very same way. 
We have enough of the true religion, inherited from 
our forefathers, to “fear” the Lord; not in the right 
meaning of those words used so much in the Bible to 
describe real worship and obedience, as, ““The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” but only in a 
sentimental and superstitious sense. Then we go on 
“serving” our own gods: money, lust, pleasure and 
ambition. 

IV. Israel as Seen by Amos: 
Amos 6:1-7 
(Temperance Application). 


I would like to enumerate the sins specified by this 
prophet, and ask the question, are not these the very 
sins of which we are guilty in America? All these 
things are written for our benefit: the reading of 
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God-inspired history and the heeding of its warnings 
would save many a nation from disaster. 


1. Woe to them that are at ease in Zion and trust 
in the mountains of Samaria. Is not the sin of in- 
difference in a time of danger, of complacency, of 
security based on material wealth and resources, one 
of the outstanding sins of our time? We seem to 
forget that no nation is secure without God. 


2. Lie upon beds of ivory etc. We are proud of our 
“high” standard of living. Our standard of living 
may be “high” when we think of our luxuries, but is 
it high when we think of morals? 


3. “Sing idle songs.” (R.V., verse 5) All who 
listen to the radio need no proof of this. Most of our 
“popular” songs are senseless; some of them worse 
than senseless; they breathe out impurity. 


4. “Drink wine in bowls.” Drunkenness is fast 
getting the best of our people. Let these statistics 
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speak for themselves: “In 1945, 360,845 taverns and 
retail liquor places were open (one for every 100 
families) ; in 1946, 407,046 (one for every 91 
families) ; in 1947, 446,500 (one for every 85 
families); and now, 482,033 (one for every 81 
families) .” 


5. “Not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.” Our 
“boys” are dying by the thousands in Korea, our 
burden of debt and taxes almost unbearable, and no 
_ of many people who “sigh and cry” on account 
of sin. 


VO'ING PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


VESPER TOPICS FOR MAY 13: 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 


All The Family 


Introduction 


When is a family Christian? 


Recently a group had a discussion about the above 
question. It was generally agreed among the group 
that no family was Christian unless its members were 
professing Christians who actively followed Chris- 
tian practices in the home and in the church to which 
they belonged. All too often, however, these Chris- 
tian practices are confined merely to going to church, 
reading the Bible, and doing certain things that are 
called religious. 


Often we are like a young friend of mine who 
used to have a fiery disposition that flared up fre- 
quently in the home, and a lazy streak that often 
made her neglect her share of the household duties. 
One night I heard her give an excellent talk in 
Young People’s Society on showing love in the home 
and fulfilling one’s duties. Afterward I told her how 
much I enjoyed her talk and told her I would like to 
know how well she carried it out at home. She 
_replied, “Oh, that’s church talk, not home practice.” 
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Our program this week is designed to show how 
all the family must Christian in attitude and 
practice in all of the affairs of the home if our home 
is to be really Christian. Naturally, we all admit the 
cement that holds such a home together is real Chris- 
tian love in the heart of each member, and real 
Christian love is defined for us by Paul in I Cor- 
inthians. Let us see how it is analyzed there. 


Scripture Lesson - I Corinthians 13 


In reading the Scripture lesson for this program, 
we need to do two things. First, it would be very 
well to use a modern speech translation of this 
chapter, either Moffatt or Goodspeed. We need to 
be careful in using modern speech translations for 
doctrinal study but they are very helpful in certain 
passages that bring the sins and practices of our lives 
out of the archaic old English and into the modern 
vernacular that we use every day. 


Second, as we prepare to study the 13th chapter of 
I Corinthians we must remember its context. 


In Chapter 12 of I Corinthians, Paul has been 
reminding the believers that all those who are really 
Christians have been baptized by the Holy Spirit 
into the one body of Christ. Everybody in that body 
has a responsibility to serve according to the gift of 
the Spirit. Some will be preachers, some teachers, 
some evangelists, some healers — many different 
duties. 


But no matter what their routine duty in the 
household of faith, there is an excellent way of doing 
the duty, and everyone of us must find that excellent 
way. That excellent way is the way of love. As you 
know charity is the old English word for love and 
does not mean what you and I think of today in 
terms of organized charity.) 


I. The Importance of Love: V 1-3 


In the first three verses of the chapter Paul re- 
minds us of the importance of love. Most of us think 
of religion, and everything else, in terms of the big, 
the spectacular, and the dramatic. Paul reminds us 
that no matter what we do, unless we do it in love 
and out of a heart of love, it means nothing. 


II. The Expression of Love: V 4-7 


When you and I have the love of Christ in our 
hearts it inevitably expresses itself in the things we 
say and the things we do. Read through these verses 
in Moffatt or Goodspeed and ask yourself the ques- 
tion “Do I really love others?” 


III. The Greatness of Love: 8-13 


We are very interested these days in right faith, 
and we wish to know clearly the truth of God. And 
this is alright in its place. We are conscious of the 
fact that death is about us on every hand, and we 
know not when death will strike us down. In that 
day faith shall become sight. 


Our hope for that hour is rooted and grounded in 
Christ, but in that hour hope has ceased to be and 
has become realization. Butefaith is in order that we 
might love now and forever. Our hope is rooted in 
love and will one day be swallowed up in a full 
realization of the love of God. 


Faith, hope, and love are in our spiritual life now, 
but love is the most important, for the others exist in 
order that we might love, and when faith and hope 
have served their purpose and passed away, love will 
go on forever. 


SUGGESTIONS 


We Americans sing and talk more about love than 
anybody else in the world, but on the basis of our 
family records, we actually know less about it than 
anyone else. Use the talks in Presbyterian Youth, 
read the Scripture lesson as outlined, and have a 
discussion of some pertinent questions concerning 
love. What is the source of love? Can anyone really 
love in the Bible sense of the word who doesn’t have 
Christ in his heart? In which of our relationships 
do we most often fail to manifest love? 
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A.T.S. Trains Women To 
Serve Our Church 


“Certainly the Christian movement in history has 
been haunted in every era with a never-failing sense 
of its teaching mission,” and Dr. Nevin Harner also 
reminds us that the measures the Church has devel- 
oped over the years to discharge this obligation are 
many and impressive. Central in the Church’s efforts 
to fill its educational role have been the home and 
the school, and in these women have played an im- 
portant part. As the Church has become more con- 
scious that good educational methods are effective, 
both in bringing persons to accept Christ and in 
Christian nurture, the need for trained lay leaders 
has become more evident. 


For 35 years the General Assembly’s Training 


School in Richmond, Va., has prepared over 3,000 
church workers, mostly women, who serve in every 
Synod and on every foreign field. Their services are 
varied—for instance: 


Grace works as D.R.E. for 13 Indian Churches 
in Oklahoma. Each week-end she sets up her cot in 
one of these churches or in a home nearby, visits the 
people, teaches Bible lessons, helps with the church 
service, and helps the group, whether seven or thirty- 
seven, better to understand our Church’s program. 


Mary teaches native nurses in Mexico. As she re- 
lieves suffering, she ministers to deeper needs of her 
patients, using the training she received at A.T.S. to 
tell about the Great Physician and a new way of 
life. 


Janet, a successful public school teacher before 
coming to A.T.S., is now using her skill to direct the 
teaching of children, both on Sunday and in week- 
day kindergarten. 


Sue has worked for the past 20 years with the 
pastor and the Committee of Religious Education to 
promote an effective evangelistic and educational 
program for all ages in a medium-sized Church. 
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Marian teaches Bible in the public school of a 
southern town. A new minister coming into that 
town, says: “I’ve never seen such a fine group of 
young people in any community.” He gives much of 
the credit to her quiet, steady work. 


Edla came to A.T.S. from her native Brazil and 
now is head of the Elementary Department of the 
Agnes Erskine School there, where she teaches many 
children the first they know of Christ. 


Ruth working with college students, uses her good 
mind and training to interpret for those who will 
influence thousands of children and youth the Truth 
that gives meaning and glory to life. 


Agnes lives in her car, going back into the moun- 
tains and establishing Sunday Schools, visiting in 
homes and giving to the people the advantages that 
accompany the Christian Gospel. 


Edith, in a denominational board office, shares 
from her training and rich experience ways and 
means of presenting Christ in all of His winsomeness 
to teen-agers, while Jane, in another office, helps to 
bring to our people the challenge of the missionary 
task. 


In addition to such workers, there are hundreds 
of the alumnz who as homemakers are serving in 
many volunteer jobs in the Church. 


Each fall as many students are accepted into the 
Training School as can possibly be accommodated, 
and each May another class goes out into new oppor- 
tunities of service in many phases of the evangelistic 
and teaching work of the Church. 

—RACHAEL WYLIE. 


What I Would Like From The 
Women Of Our Church 


When one pries into the mysteries of life, he 
finds that nothing is created complete; all things 
grow. God intended that it should be that way. He 
chose the way of change and growth which does not 
apply to our physical being wholly, but to our spir- 
itual being as well. Therefore, I would like the 
women in my Church to grow in many ways: 


(1) Faith: “This is the victory that hath over- 
come the world, even our faith.” In these days of un- 
certainty and insecurity our women can change the 
outlook on the whole world through their steadfast 
faith that “God is Ruler yet.” Through faith only 
can they see beyond the tragedies of today to the 
ultimate triumph of goodness and love. How I would 
like to see the women in my Church grow in faith 
through daily communion with our Lord and Saviour 
through prayer, meditation and Bible reading and 
reflect this faith in their homes, their Church, and 
their community. 


(2) Knowledge: Certainly I would like to see 
our women well informed. I know of no other group 
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that has a better opportunity to grow in knowledge 
than our women. The Church provides a wealth of 
printed material covering all phases of the Church’s 
work and this material is available to every woman. 
I know our women cannot read all of the material, 
but surely they could read The Presbyterian Survey, 
a church paper, one or two study books and the 
church bulletin. I might ask any woman in our con- 
gregation how she runs her household, how she cares 
for her children, and what plans she has for the fu- 
ture and she would wax eloquent, because she knows 
what she is talking about. I would like for her to 
talk just as eloquently and intelligently about the 
scope of the Church’s work at home and abroad and 
her needs and opportunities. I would also like for 
our women to know about our own church colleges 
and give them serious consideration when a college 
is being chosen for their sons and daughters. 


(3) Enthusiastic and Joyous Service: | would like 
for our women to realize very definitely that “Faith 
without works is dead.” I would like to see them 
accept places of leadership and responsibility in the 
work of their Church with joy and enthusiasm in- 
stead of insisting that some other woman can do a 
better job. I would like to see a waiting list of our 
women who would be willing to teach in the Church 
School, plan programs, be Circle chairmen, Circle 
Bible leaders, attend training conferences, serve 
tables, visit, and take an interest in improving the 
living conditions in the underprivileged communities 
around them. I would like to see every woman in my 
Church give some of herself in loving service in the 
Master’s name. 
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(4) Stewardship: The insurance companies tell us 
that by far the largest percentage of the wealth of 
this country is controlled and spent by women. Our 
women have their share of this wealth and I would 
like to see them make some honest comparisons be- 
tween what they spend on beauty parlors and cos- 
metics and costume jewelry with what they spend to 
promote the work of God’s kingdom. I would like 
for them to be so grateful for all they have that they 
would count it a privilege to share generously with 
the Church. I would like for them to teach steward- 
ship to their children so diligently that the future 
Church would never be hampered in her mission of 
salvation by the lack of necessary funds. 


(5) Friendship: The growth of our women would 
not be complete without Christian fellowship. There- 
fore, I would like to see our women enjoy being to- 
gether, not in little cliques, but in one great fellow- 


ship of love. Just plain friendliness goes a long way 
in building the Kingdom. No Church can grow 
without it. 


(6) Witnesses: I would like to see our women 
take seriously their responsibility in witnessing for 
Christ through their concern for the strange and 
lonely woman who has just come to our city, through 
interest in the indifferent Circle member, and 
through an earnest desire to help the unsaved woman 
to find Christ and her place in His Church. Our 
young people were planning a public worship service 
and discussing the topic, when one of them said: 
“Let’s ask the adults to set us a pattern in Christian 
living.”’ Above all things I would like to see the 
women of my Church set a pattern of Christian liv- 
ing that would lead the men, children and young 
people: ‘Unto the measure of the stature of the full- 
ness of Christ.” 


BOOK REVIEWS 


ON UPWARD FLIGHT, by Laura Howell 
Norden. Exposition Press. $1.50. You will be able 
to finish reading this book of verse very quickly, but 
we believe the effect will be a lasting one. 


‘lhe most constant theme revealed here is an 
ac:.ng faith in God and a love for the Saviour. 
Written by the daughter of a Presbyterian minister 
who is as well a leading music columnist in a large 
Southern newspaper, these brief verses combine faith 
and music in a poetic harmony of Christian belief. 


Indeed, we can think of few books of poetry 
which would more appropriately carry the Christian 
message of faith to the bereaved. Many of these 
poems express the feelings of the author for her 
deceased husband. She never expresses sorrow with- 
out a fuller expression of faith, is never sad but 


what she finds hope and strength in God. 


Mrs. Norden may well have claimed a place in 
Southern poetry with this volume. We are certain 
she has earned a place of service as a Christian 


author. —A.D.R. 


THE CHURCH IN RED CHINA LEANS TO 
ONE SIDE, by Samuel E. Boyle. Hong Kong 1950. 
$3. Here is a documented study of the influence of 
Communism on the Protestant Churches of China 
by a minister of the Reformed Presbyterian (Cove- 
nanter) Church of N. A., and missionary in China 
since 1934. In an open and appealing way the author 
challenges the modernist ecumenicity which had be- 
come the pet message of many larger interchurch 
mission agencies. 


The New China advocated by compromisors with 
Cummunism in China is a fellowship built on an un- 
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described “love” and a social affair built by the na- 
tive Chinese as dictated by new events in China. Mr. 


Boyle carefully describes the new process as a ‘ re- 
formation under Marxist control.” 


While Luther stood with both feet on the Word, 
T. C. Chao, who represents this pro-communist 
front, stands with one foot on the Bible and one on 
the Manifesto. The author takes it upon himself to 
uncover the “inner raggedness” of doctrines now 
taught in China. 


Many denominational papers in China have joined 
the band-wagon of appeasement in favor of a “New 
Democracy” and a “New Church.” Social problems 
have become the regular diet for their readers and 
many will be persuaded by this hoax that the coming 
of the Kingdom is nothing more than the gradual 
rise of China from old practices and customs into 
the light of freedom and individual comfort. The 
author points out the artificiality of this and how 
greatly needed is the true evangelical witness of the 
supernatural Christ and His Gospel. 


Those attempting to study the confused and con- 
fusing picture of the Orient will need to consult this 
book as valuable until more extensive materials come 


to our study. —George W. Dollar. 


“GIRL OF THE JUNGLE TRAIL,” by Ethel 
Matson. Zondervan Publishing House. $1.50. Love, 
hope, adventure and trust are skillfully combined to 
make this a breathtaking and heart-stirring novel. It 
is as romantic as the tropical moon under which 
much of it takes place. 


Tell Your Friends About The Journal 
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